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MARS is a post-secondary preparatory academic 
program with a focus on specific career fields. 
Specific pathways prepare students for careers by 
teaching academic content through the lens of 
a specific professional field.  Courses combine 
challenging high school classes and project-
based learning in a professional environment 
to give students a head-start on their future 
career. 

New Prague High School’s professional studies 
program, MARS, is an exciting example of 
innovation in modern-day education. MARS 
offers a distinctive way for high school students 
to apply their course work in real-world settings 
through hands-on learning, problem solving 
through project-based assignments, and working 
one-on-one with mentors in the community, 
all while fulfilling important academic credit 
requirements.

In 2020-2021, New Prague High School will offer courses 
in three pathways; Business, Healthcare, and Education. They 
are instructed by licensed teachers and guest instructors from 
the surrounding community. New careers fields are added on an 
ongoing basis to fit the needs of our students.

Why MARS?
New Prague Area Schools are committed to providing its students with the best possible 
education to thrive and excel in the 21st-century workplace. With MARS, not only are professional skills taught but 
students are also put into situations where they develop their presentation, collaboration, and social interaction skill set 
daily while being provided with immediate feedback on their performance. There is no better way to prepare students to 
excel both in their college and careers after high school.
Each pathway has a unique personality, bringing together students with similar career interests, facilitated by a team of 
licensed teachers. 

Business Course
Business in a Global Economy

Healthcare Courses
Integrated Healthcare Year 1
Integrated Healthcare/CNA Year 2

Education Course
Introduction to Education

2020-2021 Pathways
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Business in a Global Economy
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Application process and interest in 
global business 
Credits: 2 -  1 Social Studies credit (Advanced 
Economics, which meets the Economics 
requirement) and 1 Language Arts elective 
(Advanced Research, Writing, and Rhetoric, which 
meets the Composition requirement). This course 
is two periods long and held off-site.  Students 
are responsible for finding or providing their own 
transportation to and from off-site course location 
at First Bank and Trust in New Prague.
Course Description:  Students will have the 
opportunity to engage in real-world experiences in 
a business environment where they can learn and 
grow in areas that may offer future employment 
opportunities. Students will spend the semester 
learning about the economy and how it relates 
to everyday life through guest instructors, site 
visits, and business projects. Previous site visits 
have included: Cambria, Electromed, Life Time 
Corp., Target Corp., the Timberwolves franchise, 
and Second Swing. In addition, students will be 
assigned a mentor from the 
community that they meet 
with monthly.  This 
course blends the 
disciplines of verbal 
and written
communication, 
soft skills, and 
economics as 
students gain an 
understanding 
of working in a 
business related 
career.

B u s i n e s s  C o u r s e

“The MARS program benefited me in ways I could 
have never imagined. I not only had the opportunity 

to begin exploring different careers, but I also 
learned interpersonal skills I will take with me in the 

future.” 

Lindsay Bisek, 2021 Graduate



Healthcare Courses

Integrated Healthcare 2
Grade Level:  11, 12

Prerequisite: Completion of Integrated Healthcare 1 with a 
grade of C- or better

 of Integrated Healthcare 1 or Human Anatomy and 
Physiology
Credits:  2 Science Electives.  This course is two periods 
long and held off-site.
Course Description:  Students are responsible for finding 
or providing their own transportation to and from off-site 
course location at First Bank and Trust in New Prague. 
Course Description:  This course is the study of physical 
nursing care for individuals in long term care facilities, 

hospitals, or care homes. Successful completion of the 
course will result in students earning CNA (certified nursing 

assistant) certification.  Students will learn how to measure 
vital signs and assist individuals with physical and emotional 

needs. The primary units of study include physical, nutritional, 
emotional, psychosocial needs, and behavior management for 

individuals. All students interested in working in health care will 
benefit from obtaining this certification and learning these basic skills  

The students will demonstrate learning through assignments, tests, lab, and 
clinicals.  Students will perform a minimum of 18 clinical hours in a care facility in 

order to obtain certification.

Integrated Healthcare 1
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: None
Credits:  2 – 1 Social Studies Elective (Psychology) and 1 Science 
Elective (Anatomy and Physiology). This course is two periods 
long and held off-site. Students are responsible for finding or 
providing their own transportation to and from off-site course 
location at First Bank and Trust in New Prague.

Course Description:  Students will have the opportunity to 
engage in a real-world experience in the healthcare environment 
where they can learn and grow in areas that may offer future 
employment opportunities. Integrated healthcare students will 
spend the semester learning about the healthcare industries through 
site visits and guest instruction from experts in the field.  In addition, 
students will be assigned a mentor from the community that they meet with 
on a regular basis.  This course blends the disciplines of psychology and human anatomy 
in the course curriculum.  Throughout the term students will gain an understanding of the 
physical and mental aspects of working in a healthcare related career.



Intro to Education
Grade Level: 11, 12
Prerequisite: Meet Normandale acceptance requirements 
Credits: 2  General Elective College Credits. This course  will be a 
year-long course.

Course Description: Introduction to Education provides an 
overview of the education profession and U.S. Education system, 
including historical development, social foundations, and 
educational institutions.  Other topics discussed include current 
theories, trends and issues in education and the community, 
certification standards, roles and responsibilities of teachers, 
learners and other school personnel, and a field experience/
practicum experience.  Coinciding with classroom work, students 
will take site visits to various educational settings, learn from guest 
instructors focusing on various topics in the world of education, and take 
part in various teaching experiences through observations and student contact. 

Educat ion Course

10. Networking relationships
9.   Focus on soft skill development
8.   Interview and resume-building techniques
7.   Public speaking skills
6.   Meaningful site visits
5.   Career-specific guest instructors
4.   Professional mentor relationship
3.   Collaborative classroom environment
2.   Professional off-site location
1.   Relevant and meaningful learning

Top 10 Reasons to take a MARS course

“The MARS program was an introduction to a 
possible future career for me and I am very glad 
I took part in it. I valued the mentorship program 

because I got the opportunity to talk with 
someone about their career, ask any questions 
I had, and create a relationship throughout the 

course and still continue it to this day.” 

Audrey Everson, 2020 Graduate



“I had a great experience 
in the MARS program. The 
teachers were so nice and 

helped in many ways including 
how to prepare for a job and 
the interview process. I also 

loved seeing the different 
career paths that you could 

pursue with your degree and 
being able to see them first 

hand.” 

Makaylie Hager, 
2020 Graduate

& Real-World SkillsMastering Academics 

Mastering Academics & Real-World Skills (MARS)
New Prague Area Schools is committed to providing its students with the best pos-
sible education to thrive and excel in the 21st-century workplace. Take a visual look 
inside the MARS Program. (Scan QR code)

“The MARS program offers great courses to 
get real life experience in a specific field. It’s 
helped me tremendously with jobs, meeting 
new people, and making connections. And it 
will continue to help throughout college and 
my career.”

Joe Becker, 2020 Graduate
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